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Driving for Work




Driving for Work
Purpose
This Safe Work Practice explains how to safely drive for work purposes 
This procedure supports employer and worker duties under the Workers Compensation Act.
Know Your Responsibilities
Employers Must
· Provide a safe workplace and equipment
· Identify, assess, and control hazards
· Train and supervise workers in safe practices
· Maintain SWPs, emergency procedures, and safety policies
· Investigate and report incidents
Workers Must
· Follow safe work practices and procedures
· Wear and use required PPE
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions
· Participate in training and drills
· Work safely to protect self and others
What Could Go Wrong?
· Injury or death from motor vehicle collisions
· Collisions from distracted driving
· Collisions from fatigue, illness, or impairment
· Loss of vehicle control from poor weather or road conditions
· Collisions with wildlife or aggressive drivers
· Strains or sprains from loading or unloading materials
· Delayed help from working alone or in remote areas  
Before You Start
· Be trained and authorized 
· Take time to assess the situation and plan your approach
· Hold a valid driver’s licence for the vehicle you are driving
· Conduct a brief vehicle check including lights, tires, mirrors, windshield, and fuel level
· Adjust the seat and mirrors and make sure visibility is clear
· Plan your route and allow extra time for weather or traffic delays
· Check weather and road conditions before leaving 
Required PPE
· Seatbelt
· High-visibility vest if exiting the vehicle on the roadside
Safe Work Steps
1. Always wear a seatbelt and make sure passengers wear theirs
2. Follow all traffic laws, road signs, and posted speed limits
3. Do not use handheld devices while driving
4. Pull over safely before making or answering calls or messages
5. Drive according to weather, road, and traffic conditions
6. Do not drive if you are tired, sick, or impaired by alcohol, cannabis, drugs, or medications that affect alertness
7. Take rest breaks during long trips, at least every two hours or as needed
8. Secure loads and materials so they do not move during transport
9. Use extra caution in areas where wildlife may cross the road
10. If stopping on the roadside, park in a safe place and turn on hazard lights
11. Wear a high-visibility vest if you must exit the vehicle near traffic
12. Report vehicle defects, near misses, or incidents to your supervisor right away 
Special Considerations
· Company vehicles or personal vehicles used for work must have valid registration and insurance
· Vehicles should carry an emergency kit such as a first aid kit, flashlight, reflective vest, warning triangles, and seasonal supplies
· Winter tires or chains may be required during winter conditions 
In Case of Emergency
· Report hazards, incidents, and near misses immediately to your supervisor, Joint Health and Safety Committee, or Worker Health and Safety Representative (if applicable)
· Get first aid immediately for cuts or injuries
· If a collision occurs, ensure personal safety first
· Call emergency services if needed
· Exchange information with other drivers as required by law
· Report the incident to your supervisor as soon as possible
Additional Safety Resources
· WorkSafeBC Driving for Work https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/driving-work 
· WorkSafeBC Winter Driving https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/driving-work/types/winter-driving  
· Road Safety at Work https://roadsafetyatwork.ca/ 
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