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Working with Hazardous Products
Purpose
This Safe Work Procedure explains how to safely safely handle, use, and store chemicals.
This procedure supports employer and worker duties under the Workers Compensation Act.
Know Your Responsibilities
Employers Must
· Provide a safe workplace and equipment
· Identify, assess, and control hazards
· Train and supervise workers in safe practices
· Maintain SWPs, emergency procedures, and safety policies
· Investigate and report incidents
Workers Must
· Follow safe work practices and procedures
· Wear and use required PPE
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions
· Participate in training and drills
· Work safely to protect self and others
What Could Go Wrong?
· Burns or skin irritation from contact with chemicals
· Illness from breathing fumes or dust
· Eye injury or vision damage from chemicals in the eyes
· Hazardous gases or explosions from mixing chemicals
· Slippery or unsafe surfaces from spills
· Accidental exposure from improper labeling or storage
· Dangerous reaction from mixing products
· Injury or illness from not wearing required PPE
· Increased chemical exposure from poor ventilation
Before You Start
· Be trained and authorized 
· Take time to assess the situation and plan your approach
· Review the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for the chemical you will be using
· Ensure the area is well ventilated
Required PPE
· Gloves appropriate for the chemical
· Eye protection such as goggles or face shield
· Apron or protective clothing
· Other PPE as specified on the SDS 
Safe Work Steps
1. Use non-toxic or alternatives whenever possible
2. Read the SDS or product label for proper use and potential hazards
3. Wear appropriate PPE for the chemical being used
4. Ensure the area is properly ventilated
5. Check to ensure you are aware of the location of the eyewash station and that it is ready for use if necessary
6. Use chemicals exactly as directed on the product label or SDS
7. Never mix chemicals or use more than one chemical product at a time
8. Store controlled products away from food and ensure they are covered and labeled correctly
9. Transfer chemicals to properly labeled containers only 
· Never reuse unlabeled containers or containers used for different products, even if they were not hazardous
· If you are unsure if a container has been used before, give it to a supervisor and get or request a new one
10. Check that CO2 tanks or pressurized containers are secured before use
11. Ask a supervisor if unsure how to safely handle a product  
Special Considerations
· Keep SDSs near the first aid kit and maintain a backup copy in a central location
· Avoid using chemicals in areas with poor ventilation or near food prep areas
· Always follow employer-specific chemical handling protocols 
In Case of Emergency
· Report hazards, incidents, and near misses immediately to your supervisor, Joint Health and Safety Committee, or Worker Health and Safety Representative (if applicable)
· Get first aid immediately for cuts, burns, chemical splashes, or other injuries
· Evacuate the area and ventilate if there is a major spill or chemical release
· Use eyewash stations immediately if chemicals contact eyes and contact poison control with the SDS available
· Follow all first aid instructions from the SDS
Additional Safety Resources
· WHMIS - WorkSafeBC: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/whmis  
· OHS Regulation Part 5: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-05-chemical-and-biological-substances  
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